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Letter from the Director 
Hello from the Harlan-Lincoln House!

I hope this new year finds you and your loved ones happy 
and healthy. The beginning of a new year can represent a 
time to contemplate the past, reassess the present, and make 
predictions for the future. During this time of year, people 
may find themselves saying, “Out with the old, in with the 
new.” People who don’t work in museums, that is. The idea 
of something being “new” isn’t often associated with history 

museums. In general, history museums focus on objects 
created and used years ago, to go along with content that helps to tell stories of 
the past. For example, many of the artifacts on display at the Harlan-Lincoln 
House were created and used in the 19th and 20th centuries, and many of the 
pieces belonged to people that passed away years before the Harlan-Lincoln House 
became a museum. So the idea of “newness” doesn’t seem like it would fit within 
the context of a history museum.  

And yet, it does. When something “new” 
is uncovered or discovered, it changes the way we 
interpret the past. Though new may mean new-
ly discovered, and not contemporary in the sense 
that it was made in the 21st century, it is still fresh 
and additional information to use, and that makes 
a difference. New discoveries of old things make 
it possible to adjust our ways of thinking about 
history and telling stories of the past. Recently, 
one of the Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House 
members discovered and tracked down what is 
likely the youngest portrait of James Harlan. 
This find increased our understanding of James 
Harlan’s early life, and challenged us to expand our 
perception of a man whose life story is often viewed 
as complete. 

The Harlan-Lincoln House 
is open for public tours. 
Visitors are encouraged to 
pre-schedule tours during 
the museum’s hours of 
operation, Monday to Friday, 
from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. Due 
to museum capacity, only ten 
people will be allowed into 
the facility at a given time and 
those with pre-scheduled 
tours will be given priority.

A portrait of James Harlan, believed 
to be the youngest portrait on record, 
discovered by a Friends of the Harlan-
Lincoln House member in 2021.
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This past October, the 
Friends of the Harlan-
Lincoln House welcomed 
author and biographer C.J. 
King to Mount Pleasant. 
During her visit, C.J. 
presented “The Spirited 
Lincoln Women.” Posing 
as Peggy Beckwith, the last 
female Lincoln, C.J. shared 
her research on the Lincoln 
women’s spiritual connection 
to Christian Science, as well 
as on their individual, spirited 
personalities, and their family and 
community relationships. 

A native of Indiana, C.J. King 
was in graduate school, when 
she discovered her connection to 
the Harlan and Lincoln families. 
Through genealogical study 
completed by her great aunt Helen 
Harlan, C.J. learned Mary Harlan 
Lincoln was a second cousin to 
her great-great-grandfather. After 

extensive research, C.J.’s initial interest in Mary 
Harlan Lincoln culminated in a book entitled 
Four Marys and a Jessie: The Story of the Lincoln 
Women. The book showcases the lives of the 
Lincoln and Harlan women, beginning with Mary 

Todd Lincoln and concluding 
with Peggy Beckwith, the 
great-granddaughter of 
Abraham Lincoln. 

For those interested in 
purchasing a signed edition of Four 
Marys and a Jessie: The Story of the 
Lincoln Women, the Harlan-Lincoln 
House will be selling a limited 
number of copies. You can purchase a 
book online at harlanlincolnhouse.
org/four-marys-and-a-jessie 
or by contacting Madison at 
hlhouse@iw.edu. For those who 
were unable to attend the event 
or interested in watching the 
presentation again, please contact 
Madison to receive a link to view the 

presentation.

Four Marys and a Jessie

Letter from the Director
Since part of our mission at the Harlan-Lincoln House is to share the museum with the public, we strive 

to tell the most accurate histories we know. Discoveries like this “new” portrait of a young James Harlan help 
us do that. The significance of findings like this cannot be overstated, especially in a museum setting. With 
that, if you or someone you know has information related to the Harlan and Lincoln families, please let the 
Harlan-Lincoln House know. This could be in the form of objects related to the families, oral histories of the 
house, or maybe just a story related to the families told over the years. You can contact hlhouse@iw.edu or call 
(319) 385-6319 with any information you want to share. 

On behalf of the Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House and Iowa Wesleyan University, thank you for your 
continued support. We look forward to being together again this March for the Brown Bag Lecture Series and 
throughout 2022.

Madison Pullis
Director of the Harlan-Lincoln House
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Signed editions of Four Marys and 
a Jessie: The Story of the Lincoln 
Women, by C.J. King, are on sale now at 
the Harlan-Lincoln House.

C.J. King poses as 
Peggy Beckwith 
during her 
presentation on 
October 14, 2021.



Lectures are held at noon in the Social Hall of the Howe Student Activity Center 
at Iowa Wesleyan University, unless noted otherwise.

All on-campus Brown Bag Lectures are free to the public. Masks are required.

Visit harlanlincolnhouse.org/events
for more information!

Pieces of the Past: The Harlans and the Lincolns
Presented by Paul Juhl & Madison Pullis

Join author, historian, and member of the Executive Committee of the Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House Paul Juhl 
and Director of the Harlan-Lincoln House Madison Pullis as they explore and reveal lesser-known details about the 

Harlan and Lincoln families, including rarely-seen photographs and unusual historical stories about the family members.

Did You Hear About the Lady Lawyer?
Telecommunications, Railroads,

and Information Transmission in 1869
Presented by Jeff Meyer

Join Jeff Meyer, historian and Iowa Wesleyan University archivist, as he shares his 
findings on Arabella “Belle” Babb Mansfield’s admission to the Iowa bar, with 

research collected from out-of-state newspapers from 1869.

And Also in Iowa: Lincoln’s Iowa Cousins
Presented by Rich Hileman

Rich Hileman, author, researcher, and genealogist presents presents research
on Lincoln’s public statement regarding his mother’s family, focusing on Lincoln’s first cousins who lived 

in Pleasant Grove Township, just over the county line into Des Moines County, northeast of New London.

Folk Cottages of Southeast Iowa
Presented by Paul Larson
Architectural history consultant, curator, researcher, and author Paul Larson delves into 
his research on folk houses, particularly their significance, typology, and challenges for 
preservation, using the vernacular cottages of Van Buren and Henry County as illustrations.

March
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29

Day Trip to Springfield, Illinois
In Search of Lincoln
Presented by Iowa Wesleyan University
Travel with us to Springfield, Illinois, for a unique opportunity to experience the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and Museum. $40 registration includes round-trip transportation, breakfast, 
and museum admission. Visit harlanlincolnhouse.org/events to register by February 22, 2022.

March

22
Register by
February 22
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To sign up for the 
Harlan-Lincoln House 
e-newsletter, please 
email hlhouse@iw.edu 
with your preferred 
contact information.

The mission of the Harlan-Lincoln House and its collection is to interpret the site to the public for its significance to the 
Harlan and Lincoln families, to reinforce the relationship to Iowa Wesleyan University,  and to fulfill the home’s vital role in 
the living history of the University and the Mount Pleasant community. 

Our Mission


