
101 W. Broad Street
Mount Pleasant, Iowa 52641  

(319) 385-6319 
hlhouse@iw.edu 

www.iw.edu/harlan-lincoln-house

Museum Hours 
Monday to Friday 
12:00pm – 4:00pm 

Admission
Free

HARLAN
LINCOLN

HOUSE

W. Broad St. E. Broad St.

N. M
ain

 St.

P

Parking   P

P

CAMPUS

The Harlan-Lincoln House requests groups 
larger than six individuals to contact the 
museum in advance to schedule a tour. 

The Harlan-Lincoln House is closed in 
observance of national holidays and in 
conjunction with the Iowa Wesleyan 
University campus calendar. Please contact the 
museum with any travel questions or concerns. 

HARLAN-LINCOLN HOUSE 
NEWSLETTER 

SPRING 2019 

Letter from the Director 
The month of May and the end of the academic year 
often result in an influx of exposure to inspirational 
quotes. Whether utilized in a graduation address, gifted on 
decorative wall hangings, or posted to social media accounts, 
this time of year yields both reflection and encouragement for the 
future. One such quote, applicable to the operation of the Harlan-Lincoln House, is 
from psychiatrist, radio show host, and author David Viscott; “The purpose of life is to 
discover your gift. The work of life is to develop it. The meaning of life is to give your 
gift away.” 

The Harlan-Lincoln House is privileged to have a dedicated group of volunteers, each 
with their own unique gifts that they share with the museum. This month we are 
pleased to highlight the work of Paul Juhl, author, historian, and volunteer member 
of the Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House Executive Committee.  Paul’s enclosed 
article, “Mrs. Lincoln’s Trunks”, is just a small sampling of the academic research he 
has completed on the Harlan family, the Lincoln family, and their residencies in Mount 

Pleasant, Iowa. Make sure to check out his full length publication The James 
Harlan and Robert Todd Lincoln Families’ Mount Pleasant Memories which 
provides an in-depth look at these topics.    

On behalf of the Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House and Iowa Wesleyan 
University, thank you for your continued support. 

 Anna Villareal, Director of the Harlan-Lincoln House

Mrs. Lincoln’s Trunks 
Article originally published in For the People, a Newsletter of the 
Abraham Lincoln Association, Fall 2016

Tired and ill, Mary [Todd] Lincoln returned from Europe 
in 1880 to take some degree of refuge at her sister’s home in 
Springfield, Illinois. Here she remained for what proved to be 
the last two years of her life. In upstairs bedrooms she stored 
numerous trunks containing purchases she has made over the 
years. Some people have speculated that Mary suffered from 
a type of hording mania, due perhaps to her having lost so 
much in her lifetime. In fact, in her final seven years, it was said 
she tripled the number of trunks it took to store her possessions. Some residents feared the 
floors of the house might collapse.   
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Quarterly Quandary 
In addition to the artifact collection of the Harlan-Lincoln 
House museum, there is a grouping of historic records 
identified as institutional archives. These documents and 
photographic prints preserve the history of the museum itself 
and its daily operations. While organizing said records, a 
unique photographic print was discovered. The image depicts 
a juvenile elephant and group of individuals outside of the 
Harlan-Lincoln House in Mount Pleasant, Iowa. Do you 
have any information regarding this event? Can you identify 
any of the individuals photographed? Have you personally 
encountered an elephant in Mount Pleasant, Iowa? Send 
your stories and information to Anna at hlhouse@iw.edu. 
Check back for more details on this great historic image in 
the Harlan-Lincoln House Newsletter Fall 2019 edition.   

Volunteer Spotlight  

Aaron Kimzey, Collections Assistant  
I volunteer at the Harlan-Lincoln House because…
I volunteer at the Harlan-Lincoln house because it is a 
great way to learn about and get involved with local history! 
I never knew that the area of Mount Pleasant had such a 
strong connection to the Harlan and Lincoln families before 
volunteering. I enjoy being at the Harlan-Lincoln House 
because it gives me insight into what being a public historian 
is like, as well as a chance to give back to my community 
by helping to preserve the museum’s rich history for future 
generations.

Tell us more about yourself...
I am a senior at Monmouth College pursuing a B.A. in 
Classics with a double-minor in history and 19th-century 
studies with an anticipated graduation date of December 
2019. At Monmouth College, I am also involved with the 
pipe band as well as concert choir. 

Her sister, Elizabeth Edwards, warned Mary’s son, Robert, that they 
had run out of storage space and nothing more could be sent to her. 

In 1882, following Mary’s death, sixty-four trunks were shipped to 
Robert’s father-in-law’s home in Mount Pleasant, Iowa. James Harlan 
has been an esteemed friend of the Lincoln family, and in 1868 
their two families were joined with the marriage of Robert Lincoln 
and Mary Harlan. It thus became the duty of Robert’s wife, Mary 
Harlan Lincoln, to unpack and distribute the contents of these trunks. 
There were reams of fine cloth, children’s clothing, dresses, coats, and 

numerous 
other items. 
Articles 
were sorted 
and sent to 
different 
places and 
institutions.  

This was a 
monumental 
task and, when 
she finished, 
three trunks 
remained, 
containing 

items the family wished to save. Stored in the attic, the trunks 
provided the two Lincoln granddaughters, Mary (Mamie) and Jessie, 
aged 12 and 6 when grandmother Lincoln died, with some old clothes 
for “dress-up” parties. (Their grandmother Harlan died in 1884.) At 
some point, Jessie took a bolt of beautiful fabric in colors of lavender 
and oyster white and made small purses for her friends.   

In 1907, Mary Harlan gave her parents’ home to Iowa Wesleyan 
University. The school was favored by her father throughout his 
lifetime, and the home is adjacent to the college campus. At that 
point the contents of the three remaining trunks were sorted. Some 
items were given to a long-time housekeeper, Emily Pascal; several 
mourning veils, a low walnut stool with a cane seat, a coin silver 
teaspoon with a hinge lid and the initials “M.L.”, a child’s set of silver 
with the initial “L” on each piece, and possibly other items. As recently 
as 2009 a handkerchief from the trunks was returned to Mount 
Pleasant as a donation. Some of these items are now housed in the 
historic Harlan-Lincoln House, which still stands and serves as an 
Iowa Wesleyan University museum. Other items from the trunks may 
have been given to local friends in this small town of Mount Pleasant, 
passed down through generations, and may eventually surface and be 
returned to the museum.   

Paul Juhl
Author, Historian, and Volunteer Member of the Friends of the  
Harlan-Lincoln House Executive Committee
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Mourning veil of Mary Todd Lincoln in the Harlan-Lincoln 
House collection.



Thank You 
In March 2019, the museum hosted the annual Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House Brown Bag Lecture Series at Iowa Wesleyan 
University. Thank you to the insightful and engaging speakers as well as the dedicated audience members who attended the lecture series. 
With this support, attendance at the 2019 Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House Brown Bag Lecture Series surpassed 300 individuals. 
This is a 76% increase in attendance from the 2018 Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House Brown Bag Lecture Series!

Annual memberships in the Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House 
organization advance the museum’s mission and allows the Harlan-Lincoln 
House to provide free admission as well as free educational programs 
throughout the year.

In 2018, the Harlan-Lincoln House welcomed 1,160 visitors and 
provided educational programing in the community of Mount Pleasant 
to an additional 250 individuals. Museum staff and volunteers installed 2 
exhibitions and hosted 7 events. The goals for the Harlan-Lincoln House 
in 2019 build on these achievements and focus on increasing visibility, 
awareness, and understanding of the museum, developing impactful 
educational experiences for learners of all ages, and enhancing the 
preservation of the Harlan-Lincoln House itself and it national significant 
artifact collection.  

The staff and volunteers of the Harlan-Lincoln 
House are passionate about continuing the work of 
this essential museum. If you are not yet an annual 
member in the Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln 
House organization, please consider giving. Giving 
to preserve the past and realize the potential of the 
future. 

Explore the annual membership benefits available 
through the Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House 
organization at www.iw.edu/friends-of-harlan-
lincoln-house or request an informational brochure 
from Anna at hlhouse@iw.edu. 



101 W. Broad Street
Mount Pleasant, Iowa 52641  

To sign up for the Harlan-Lincoln House e-newlsetter, 
please email Anna at hlhouse@iw.edu with your preferred 
contact information.

The mission of the Harlan-Lincoln House and its collection 
is to interpret the site to the public for its significance to the 
Harlan and Lincoln families, to reinforce the relationship to Iowa 
Wesleyan University, and to fulfill the home’s vital role in the living 
history of the University and the Mount Pleasant community. 

Our Mission


