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www.iw.edu/harlan-lincoln-house

Museum Hours 
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The Harlan-Lincoln House requests groups 
larger than six individuals to contact the 
museum in advance to schedule a tour. 

The Harlan-Lincoln House is closed in 
observance of national holidays and in 
conjunction with the Iowa Wesleyan 
University campus calendar. Please contact the 
museum with any travel questions or concerns. 

HARLAN-LINCOLN HOUSE 
NEWSLETTER 

WINTER 2020 

Letter from the Director 
In the stark Iowa winter landscape, the months of January 
and February stretch on. Perhaps this is why our thoughts 
turn to goal setting and undertaking those recently 
established New Year’s Resolutions. We are looking for 
actionable tasks to push through the bitter cold weather and dull 
gray-hued days.  

While the Harlan-Lincoln House has a three-year Operational Plan that outlines its 
five primary goals, it is still enjoyable and important to brainstorm “resolutions” for the 
museum. This year, when thinking about New Year’s Resolutions, I was inspired by 
a quote from poet Salil Jha; “For a change, don’t add new things in your life as a new 
year’s resolution. Instead, do more of what’s already working for you...”

In 2019, the museum was successful in many ways; a record number of attendees 
at the annual Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House Brown Bag Lecture Series, a 
record number of tours and historical lectures provided to students at Iowa Wesleyan 
University, and a second consecutive year of growth for the museum’s Friends of the 
Harlan-Lincoln House annual membership program. When evaluating the museum’s 

achievements within the lens of Jha’s quote, we see that consistency is a 
major “what’s already working for you” element at the Harlan-Lincoln 
House. The consistency of daily public tours, the consistency of including 
the museum in Iowa Wesleyan University’s first-year curriculum, the 
consistency of hosting lectures, and the consistency of support from 
volunteers and donors passionate about the museum’s mission. 

So what actionable tasks can the Harlan-Lincoln House work towards 
as 2020 New Year’s Resolutions, that fit within the museum’s growing 
consistency? Below are a few already in progress.

1.   Provide More Opportunities for Feedback- Supply questionnaires on why 
Harlan-Lincoln House visitors participate in tours and museum events as well 
as how these experiences can be improved. 

2.   Expand Event Calendar- Host more historical lectures in addition to the 
Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House Brown Bag Lecture Series in March.   

3.   Continue Being Present- Maintain tours and museum operational hours, 
while updating exhibits more frequently to foster repeat visits. 

On behalf of the Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House and Iowa Wesleyan University, 
thank you for your continued support. We look forward to implementing these 
actionable tasks in 2020, pushing forward the museum’s continued consistency.  

Anna Villareal 
Director of the Harlan-Lincoln House



Quarterly Quandary 
One important function of the Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House Executive 
Committee is to work as representatives on the museum’s Collections Committee. This 
committee evaluates those historical items which are offered to the museum and votes to 
see if said items should be accessioned into the Harlan-Lincoln House’s artifact collection. 
A key factor in the evaluation process is an object’s provenance, or its origin and historical 
significance. 

Last fall, a white ceramic plate was offered to the Harlan-Lincoln House as a donation for 
the artifact collection. Unfortunately, the donor had no specific provenance for the plate. 
The committee concluded that more information was needed on the item’s history before 
an informed vote could take place. 

Do you recognize this plate or the “New Harlan” notation? Have you been to a meal with similarly designed serviceware?  Send your 
information and stories to Anna at hlhouse@iw.edu. Check back for more details on this interesting piece in the Summer 2020 edition 
of the Harlan-Lincoln House Newsletter.

Seasonal Snapshots 
In early November 2019, members of the Harlan-Lincoln House Executive Committee and museum volunteers road-tripped across 
southern Iowa, touring two cultural institutions and creating lasting professional connections. 

Gathered by the display about sculptor Nellie Walker at the 
Moulton Historical Society Museum in Moulton, Iowa. The 
exhibit highlights Walker’s statue of Senator James Harlan 
now at Iowa Wesleyan University.  

Standing outside of the iconic structure of the American 
Gothic House & Center in Eldon, Iowa.

Left: On November 14, 2019 an enthusiastic group 
gathered to hear the presentation “Quilts of Love and 
Valor” by author and historian Becky Wright. More 
than a dozen quilts, inspired by the history of Civil War 
Era Mount Pleasant and its citizens, were on display. 

Right: In December, Harlan-Lincoln House Director 
Anna Villareal attended the Iowa Wesleyan University 
Christmas Luncheon as…well…the Harlan-Lincoln 
House itself. 



 2020 FRIENDS OF THE HARLAN-LINCOLN HOUSE 

Lectures are held at noon in the International Room of Chadwick Library at Iowa Wesleyan University, unless 
noted otherwise. All lectures are free and open to the public. Attendees are encouraged to bring their lunch. 

Brown Bag 
Lecture Series

Sharing the Farm Story:  
the Voices of Iowa Project 
Join Robert Neymeyer, Historian at the Grout Museum District, as he delves into “Sharing the 
Farm Story”, a video oral history project that works to capture the memories of Iowa’s rural 
communities before they are lost for future generations.  

Winning the Vote: The 72-Year Campaign  
for Woman’s Suffrage  
Join Dr. Dianne Bystrom, the Director Emerita of the Carrie Chapman Catt Center for 
Women and Politics at Iowa State University, to learn about the lengthy battle for woman’s 
suffrage. 
Union Block Building, Downtown Mount Pleasant, 12:00 pm
Program presented in partnership with the Belle Babb Mansfield Symposium and Main Street Mount Pleasant in support of Hard 
Won. Not Done. The Iowa 19th Amendment Commemoration.

Nancy Drew and the Ghost of Ladora   Nancy Drew and the Ghost of Ladora   
Join Patricia Essick, historian and Iowa Wesleyan alum, as she unravels the mystery of how one 
Iowa writer took on the penname “Carolyn Keene” and became the first author of the iconic 
Nancy Drew Mystery Series.  
Social Hall, Iowa Wesleyan University, 6:00 pm
Program presented in partnership with the Mount Pleasant Public Library.   

    

The Invisible Iowa Wesleyan   
Join Director of the Harlan-Lincoln House Anna Villareal to learn about the buildings and 
architectural features of the University’s past which no longer stand and explore the 
historical narratives tied to these structural phantoms.  

The Historic Mount Pleasant, Iowa &  
Greencastle, Indiana Connection   
Join Mount Pleasant historian Pat White as she investigates the diverse connections 
between these rural university communities, from individuals like Senator James Harlan 
and Arabella “Belle” Babb Mansfield to families such as the Coles and the Saunders.  
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101 W. Broad Street
Mount Pleasant, Iowa 52641  

To sign up for the Harlan-Lincoln House e-newsletter, please email Anna 
at hlhouse@iw.edu with your preferred contact information.

The mission of the Harlan-Lincoln House and its collection is to interpret the site 
to the public for its significance to the Harlan and Lincoln families, to reinforce the 
relationship to Iowa Wesleyan University, and to fulfill the home’s vital role in the 
living history of the University and the Mount Pleasant community. 

Our Mission


