
101 W. Broad Street
Mount Pleasant, Iowa 52641  

(319) 385-6319 
hlhouse@iw.edu 

www.iw.edu/harlan-lincoln-house

Museum Hours 
Monday to Friday 
12:00pm – 4:00pm 

Admission
Free

HARLAN
LINCOLN

HOUSE

W. Broad St. E. Broad St.

N. M
ain

 St.

P

Parking   P

P

CAMPUS

The Harlan-Lincoln House requests groups 
larger than six individuals to contact the 
museum in advance to schedule a tour. 

The Harlan-Lincoln House is closed in 
observance of national holidays and in 
conjunction with the Iowa Wesleyan 
University campus calendar. Please contact the 
museum with any travel questions or concerns. 

HARLAN-LINCOLN HOUSE 
NEWSLETTER 

SUMMER 2020 

Letter from the Director 
March 13th, 2020. A full moon. Friday the 13th. The most 
recent public tour of the Harlan-Lincoln House to date, due 
to the COVID-19 global pandemic. Typically the museum’s 
spring calendar is packed, kicking off with the annual Friends of 
the Harlan-Lincoln House Brown Bag Lecture Series in March and 
barreling through April to Iowa Wesleyan University’s graduation in early 
May. But this year, it was different, as all things have been. The Harlan-Lincoln House 
Spring 2020 consisted of virtual meetings, solitary 
archival research, and long-term planning for a 
safe public re-entry into the museum. 

While visitors have been physically absent, 
museums across the country and around the world 
quickly retooled their work to address the greater 
public need. The Baltimore Museum of Industry 
provided use of their parking lot for a regional 
coronavirus testing site.  Countless cultural 

organizations donated their stockpiles 
of nitrile gloves and N95 masks, 
supplies used for artifact care and 
conservation, to assist with shortages 
of Personal Protective Equipment. 

As social distancing continued, social 
media platforms allowed museums 
to connect with patrons virtually, 
providing both crucial educational 
information and moments of 

entertainment during an immensely challenging 
time. In March, the National Cowboy and 
Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City 
turned over their Twitter account (@ncwhm) to 
Tim, their Head of Security. In Missouri, the galleries of the Nelson-Atkins Museum 
hosted the Humboldt Penguins of the Kansas City Zoo. I have to say, watching 
penguins waddle past Caravaggio’s 17th-century masterpiece Saint John the Baptist in 
the Wilderness was particularly enjoyable. In both examples, education on the health and 
safety of the artifacts and animals in each institution’s care were still the focus, showing 
that even without the public present, work continues. 

On behalf of the Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House and Iowa Wesleyan University, 
thank you for unwavering support during this difficult time for all. Our work continues, 
and we look forward to welcoming you back to the museum safely this summer.   

 Anna Villareal, Director of the Harlan-Lincoln House

Chicago History Museum’s donation of 
PPE during the first wave of COVID-19.

National Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum Tweet, March 25th.



Museum staff and volunteers are excited to welcome visitors safely back into the museum.  
The phased reopening of the Harlan-Lincoln House prioritizes the health and safety of museum 

staff, volunteers, and visitors based on the best practices of the American Alliance of Museums 
and Iowa Museum Association. The museum is tentatively scheduled to re-open for tours on 

Wednesday, July 15th, 2020. For at least four weeks, visitors will be required to pre-schedule 
tours during the museum’s hours of operation, Monday to Friday, 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm, and 

due to museum capacity, groups must be comprised of six individuals or less. 

To ensure the safety of all museum visitors and staff, patrons will be asked to observe the following 
procedures; use provided hand sanitizer before entry, face masks or shields are encouraged for 
visitors and required for staff, Harlan-Lincoln House materials will be distributed in pre-bundled 

packages, and gift shop items will be available for viewing upon request only.  

To schedule a tour, visit iw.edu/harlan-lincoln-house-tours or call (319) 385-6319. 

Black Lives Matter  
A Message from President Plunkett 

At a time when our community has been physically separated due to the threat of 
COVID-19, recent events are a stark reminder of another fundamental and sustained threat 
to our common humanity.  The senseless and tragic deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, 
and Ahmuad Arbery again bring to the forefront the reality that racism is a pervasive injustice 
in our society. 

It has been difficult to find words to express the pain, outrage, and despair that we all feel 
as we grieve the loss of innocent lives.  Both personally and on behalf of the entire Iowa 
Wesleyan community, I want to express our solidarity with those of you who suffer daily from 
the fear of racial discrimination, who experience the ongoing sting of economic injustice, and 
for whom a sense of despair and outrage has become a fact of life.

Christine Plunkett
President, Iowa Wesleyan University

# WeAreIW  # BlackLivesMatter

As part of the Iowa Wesleyan University campus community and broader Mount Pleasant community, I believe it is critical to restate 
and reaffirm President Chris Plunkett’s message of support. In addition, as the Director of the Harlan-Lincoln House, I pledge that the 
museum will work to be a space for the honest discussion and exploration of all aspects of history as it relates to the narratives of the Harlan 
and Lincoln family as well as the voices of all individuals during the nineteenth century and beyond. I share the words of Laura L. Lott, 
President & CEO of the American Alliance of Museums; “The museum field not only has a responsibility to ask the hard questions and learn 
from each other; we have a unique duty to listen, to chronicle the lessons and histories of our communities, and to educate future generations so 
that we might stop this senseless violence.” 

-Anna Villareal, Director of the Harlan-Lincoln House 



Internship Spotlight   
The Harlan-Lincoln House is grateful for the opportunity to work with Iowa Wesleyan University student interns. Recent graduate 
and Harlan-Lincoln House Intern Justin Clayton completed hands-on cataloging in January and February before conducting artifact 
research during distance learning through the end of the spring semester. This summer, rising senior and IW Marketing Intern Dillon 
Galer is developing a digital video series entitled Tiger Time Warp that highlights the dynamic history of the campus and the museum. 

Justin Clayton ’20 
Canoga Park, California 

What tasks and projects did you 
complete for your internship?
The tasks and projects that I 
completed consisted of 100 written 
artifact descriptions as well as 
100 conditional reports for two 
dimensional and three dimensional 

objects. Researching artifacts and developing exhibit panel 
text for the upcoming H is for Harlan exhibit. 

How does this internship relate to your major and/or 
support your future career goals?
This internship allowed me to get the fill of what it would be 
like in a museum setting. As far as supporting my career, I did 
learn what it means to work in a museum.

“History is exciting because I get to learn things that 
I would have never known before. After learning the 
history about the Harlan and Lincoln relationship, it 
really opened up some interesting things and I became 
intrigued.”

Dillon Galer, Class of 2021 
Hills, Iowa

What tasks and projects are you 
completing for your internship? 
Extracting stills from videos to use 
for promotional material. Filming 
and editing documentaries for the 
Marketing Department as well as 
editing video projects.  

How does this internship relate to your major and 
support your future career goals? 
I’m using all of the skills I’ve been learning during my time at 
Wesleyan. I would love to do these sort of video projects in the 
future, possibly for the university or a professional sports team. 

Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House 
Brown Bag Lecture Series 

 “ Invisible Iowa Wesleyan” Lecture, March 2020

In March, the museum hosted two lectures as part of the annual 
Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House Brown Bag Lecture Series. 
Audience members enjoyed presentations from Robert Neymeyer, 
Historian at the Grout Museum District, regarding their “Sharing 
the Farm Story” initiative which collects oral histories of generations 
of Iowa’s farmers. Anna Villareal, Director of the Harlan-Lincoln 
House, detailed the architectural features of the University’s past in 
her presentation “The Invisible Iowa Wesleyan”. 

Due to the COVID-19 global pandemic, Pat White’s “The Historic 
Mount Pleasant, Iowa & Greencastle, Indiana Connection” as well 
and Patricia Essick’s lecture “Nancy Drew and the Ghost of Ladora” 
have been rescheduled for March 2021. 



101 W. Broad Street
Mount Pleasant, Iowa 52641  

To sign up for the Harlan-Lincoln House 
e-newsletter, please email Anna at 
hlhouse@iw.edu with your preferred contact 
information.

The mission of the Harlan-Lincoln House and 
its collection is to interpret the site to the public 
for its significance to the Harlan and Lincoln 
families, to reinforce the relationship to Iowa 
Wesleyan University, and to fulfill the home’s 
vital role in the living history of the University 
and the Mount Pleasant community. 

Our Mission


