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101 W. Broad Street
Mount Pleasant, Iowa 52641
(319) 385-6319
hlhouse@iw.edu
www.iw.edu/harlan-lincoln-house

Museum Hours
Monday to Friday
12:00pm – 4:00pm

Admission
Free
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The Harlan-Lincoln House requests groups
larger than six individuals to contact the
museum in advance to schedule a tour.
The Harlan-Lincoln House is closed in
observance of national holidays and in
conjunction with the Iowa Wesleyan
University campus calendar. Please contact the
museum with any travel questions or concerns.

Letter from the Director

The audible splash of jumping into a pool. The refreshing
taste of sweet corn right off of the grill. The lingering smell
of sunscreen mixed with bug spray. For many, these sensations
signal the arrival of summer. Over the last few years, two specific
events have signified the end of my spring and the beginning of
summer in June; the All Iowa Shop Hop and Iowa Museum Week.

While not companion celebrations, surprisingly the two state-wide events go hand-in-hand.
The All Iowa Shop Hop brings together over eighty quilt stores across the state, encouraging
avid sewers to explore Iowa’s diverse counties and to patron new merchants for fabric and
other quilting supplies. A stampable passport
records one’s progress from shop to shop and
raffle prizes are distributed at the end of the
month. Iowa Museum Week, as annually
declared by the Governor of Iowa, celebrates
the work of cultural institutions across the
state and is sponsored by the Iowa Museum
Association. According to the American
Alliance of Museums, these
foundations of our communities
P
have a $384 million impact
on Iowa’s economy and attract
E. Broad St.
over 5 million visitors per year. Extended tour hours, special events, and social
media campaigns during Iowa Museum Week highlight the critical role of these
organizations in Iowa from art centers and botanical gardens to historical sites
and zoos.
P Parking
This June, I had the opportunity to visit 16 quilt shops in central Iowa with
my mother. And whether we were traversing the rolling hills of rural Iowa or
navigating the streets of urban centers, without fail, a visit to a quilt shop would also lead to
locating an Iowa museum; Brucemore in Cedar Rapids, the Octagon Center for the Arts in
Ames, the John L. Lewis Memorial Museum of Mining and Labor in Lucas, and of course,
the Iowa Quilt Museum in Winterset.
At the heart of both the All Iowa Shop Hop and Iowa
Museum Week is advocacy. Advocacy for these unique
spaces within our Iowa communities that bring visitors,
educate diverse populations on various topics, and provide
a creative outlet for lifelong scholarship. As a quilter and a
museum director, I am proud to advocate in both spheres
for our unique communities.
On behalf of the Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House and Iowa Wesleyan University,
thank you for your continued support.
Anna Villareal, Director of the Harlan-Lincoln House

Upcoming Events
Docent Training Session
Saturday, August 17th, 2019
8:00 am to 11:00 am

Volunteers are the foundation of the museum and the key to realizing its
mission. Docents provide tours of the Harlan-Lincoln House for daily
visitors and groups. Individuals interested in volunteering as docents at the
Harlan-Lincoln House are asked to complete one training session per year.
After August, the next docent training session will be held on Saturday,
November 16th, 2019. Please contact Anna at hlhouse@iw.edu with
questions or to sign up for the August or November session.

History Hike
Wednesday, September 18th, 2019
12:00 pm to 1:00 pm

Have you ever wondered about campus during a specific decade? Or
contemplated the meaning of a certain building’s name? Maybe you want
verification of a longstanding campus legend? If so, then lace up your tennis
shoes and join members of the Iowa Wesleyan University community for a
lunchtime walk across campus to answer those badgering history inquiries.
Submit your questions to Anna at hlhouse@iw.edu and then join us as we
delve into the 177 year history of the institution. No question is too obscure!

Central Campus of Iowa Wesleyan, 1966 Croaker

REMINDER- On the second Friday of every
month the museum’s Collections Assistants
meet to volunteer behind-the-scenes with
the artifacts at the Harlan-Lincoln House.
Join us on July 12th, August 9th, and
September 13th from 9:00 am to 11:00 am!

New Exhibit and Reading Room
Agriculture. Education. Religion. Explore the early timeline of Senator
James Harlan and his wife Ann Eliza Peck, 1820 to 1865. Discover the life
events which shaped their philanthropic careers in Mount Pleasant, Iowa,
Washington D.C., and beyond.
James and Ann Eliza: Influence to Action will be on display in the
2nd floor gallery of the Harlan-Lincoln House until Friday,
May 29th, 2020.
In addition to the new exhibition on the 2nd floor of the
museum, the Harlan-Lincoln House Reading Room is
now open. Providing a workspace for visitors, researchers,
and avid historians, the room includes a reference library of modern
publications connected to the narrative of the museum; the Harlan
Family, the Lincoln Family, and the American Civil War. Completing
the space is a selection of artifacts from the exhibition Etched into History:
Depictions of President Abraham Lincoln as well as a new print acquisition, “Preserve, Protect, & Defend” by Lennis Moore.

Quarterly Quandary

The Harlan-Lincoln House is collecting stories and
information about this sepia tone photographic print in the
museum’s institutional archives depicting a juvenile elephant
in front of the museum. Send your contributions to Anna at
hlhouse@iw.edu. Check back for a full analysis of this great
historical image in the Harlan-Lincoln House Newsletter
Fall 2019 edition.

Our Mission

The mission of the Harlan-Lincoln House and its
collection is to interpret the site to the public for
its significance to the Harlan and Lincoln families,
to reinforce the relationship to Iowa Wesleyan
University, and to fulfill the home’s vital role in
the living history of the University and the Mount
Pleasant community.
To sign up for the Harlan-Lincoln House
e-newsletter, please email Anna at hlhouse@
iw.edu with your preferred contact information.

101 W. Broad Street
Mount Pleasant, Iowa 52641

