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Each time the telephone rang in our house growing up,
a corded landline of course, I would run to answer it.
The thrill of finding out who was on the other end of the
line filled me with joy. Almost every weekday afternoon,
without fail, a vigorous ring will reverberate throughout the
Harlan-Lincoln House signaling an incoming telephone call to
the museum. I still feel the excitement I had as a child, pondering the
limitless possibilities of what the call might entail.
During a quiet afternoon in late November, the telephone rang at the Harlan-Lincoln
House. The caller identified himself as a professional photographer and collector of
historic frames. During a recent trip to an antique store in Colorado, he purchased a
portrait of a “stoic” woman solely for the wooden frame that housed the photographic
print. It was not until he returned home, when the gentleman examined the backing
board of the piece and opened the frame, that he discovered its true contents.

Museum Hours
Monday to Friday
12:00pm – 4:00pm

Admission
Free
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The Harlan-Lincoln House requests groups
larger than six individuals to contact the
museum in advance to schedule a tour.
The Harlan-Lincoln House is closed in
observance of national holidays and in
conjunction with the Iowa Wesleyan
University campus calendar. Please contact the
museum with any travel questions or concerns.

Inside were three photographic prints and a pressed leaf.
The first photographic print was the portrait of the woman
that faced outward in the frame. Its backing
board included a pencil inscription reading, “Jane
P
Harlan Whitford / Wife of John W. Whitford
/ Sister of Senator Harlan”. The two remaining
photographic prints were an image of an
E. Broad St.
unidentified man and the portrait of a toddler
who was identified on the reverse side as
“Wille Leedham-13 months”. After
P Parking
a quick search online and work
with a genealogical database, the
caller identified the woman as Jane Harlan
Whitford, sister of Iowa Senator James
Harlan, and the toddler as either her son-in
law, William H. Leedham, or her grandson,
William Whitford Leedham. In his search,
the individual also located the Harlan-Lincoln
House at Iowa Wesleyan University, which
prompted the November telephone call
to the museum.
In just under a week, the contents of the
frame arrived in the post. After review by
continued on page 2

Photographic prints of Jane Harlan Whitford,
William Leedham, and an unidentified individual;
artifacts 2018.03.01, 2018.03.02, and 2018.03.03
in the Harlan-Lincoln House collection.

Quarterly Quandary
In the Summer 2018 Quarterly Quandary, the newsletter
highlighted a black and white photographic print from the
museum’s collection. Documentation noted that the snapshot
depicted the second grade class of Mrs. Naomi Murphy, from
Lincoln Elementary School, who toured the museum on President
Lincoln’s Birthday in 1974. But, we wanted to know more.
With the assistance of a pencil inscription on the reverse side of
the image, “2/14/74”, a short Mt. Pleasant News article about the
tour was located. The article confirmed the date of the tour and
the present individuals. University archives, city directories, and
newspaper obituaries, provided the museum
with even more information about the
photographic print.
For example, Mrs. Naomi Murphy taught in
the Mount Pleasant School System for 24 years.
She received her B.A. from the Kirksville State
Teacher’s College, now Truman State University,
and taught in Hannibal, Missouri for 13 years
before coming to Iowa.
The newspaper article also listed Mrs. Gerald
Lange as the un-pictured docent conducting
the tour of the Harlan-Lincoln House. Kathleen
Phyllis “Kay” Lange was a cornerstone of Iowa
Wesleyan. She first served as a secretary in the
national offices of the P.E.O. Sisterhood in Mount
Pleasant and then worked in the development office
of Iowa Wesleyan before transitioning to the role of
Alumni Director in 1978.

continued from page 1
the Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House Executive Committee, the artifacts were approved for the museum’s collection. It is fascinating
that after a century, pieces of history related to the narrative of this museum are still being uncovered across the country. Of course, not
every telephone call results in accessioning artifacts into the collection, but that ring signals unlimited possibilities.
On behalf of the Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House and Iowa Wesleyan University, thank you for your continued support.
Anna Villareal
Director of the Harlan-Lincoln House

Editor’s Note
On Page 3 of the Harlan-Lincoln House Newsletter Fall 2018, Mr. Robert and Mrs. Charlotte Stevenson should have been listed as
Ambassadors in the Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House organization for 2018. The museum regrets this error and greatly appreciates
the Stevenson’s continued support.

 2019 Friends oF the harlan-lincoln house 

Brown Bag
lecture series
March 5th

Lectures are held at noon in the International Room of Chadwick Library at Iowa Wesleyan University.
Lectures are free and open to the public. Attendees are encourage to bring their lunch.

the iowa angle of Frank lloyd Wright
Join Paul Juhl, author, historian, and member of the Executive Committee of the Friends of
the Harlan-Lincoln House, as he explores the connections between architect Frank Lloyd
Wright and the state of Iowa from his 11th publication on Iowa history, The Iowa Angle of
Frank Lloyd Wright (2017).

March 19th

Join anna Villareal, Director of the Harlan-Lincoln House, to explore the narratives, from
heartwarming to thrilling, of the families and presidents who called 611 East Washington
Street home.

March 12th

611 east Washington street: stories from the
iowa Wesleyan Presidential residence

Between the lines: Women soldiers
of the civil War
Join Barb Duder, living historian with Co. D. 3rd Iowa Cavalry, as she presents the histories
of just a handful of the several hundred women who decided to disguise themselves to
fight on both sides of the American Civil War.

Join Joy conwell, of Iowa Wesleyan University’s Chadwick Library, as she recounts the little
known story of how Mount Pleasant and Senator James Harlan impacted western American
history.

March 26th

Wayward West: Patronage impacts
Mt. Pleasant, iowa

how iowa Met Baseball: the Myths, the history,
the Players
Join Professor Emeritus of History and Political Science at Des Moines Area Community College and
Baseball Historian John Liepa as he engages the audience in the myths regarding the “invention”
of baseball as well as the origins and evolution of the early game in the United States.
The Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House invite you to this special evening Brown Bag Lecture presentation
in the Social Hall at Iowa Wesleyan University. Social Hall will open at 5:00 pm to view selections from
Liepa’s extensive collection of baseball cards and memorabilia featuring Iowa’s 221 Major Leaguers
and seven Hall-of-Famers. THIS PrograM IS Free anD oPen To THe PUBLIc.

Our Mission

The mission of the Harlan-Lincoln House and its collection is to interpret the site
to the public for its significance to the Harlan and Lincoln families, to reinforce the
relationship to Iowa Wesleyan University, and to fulfill the home’s vital role in the
living history of the University and the Mount Pleasant community.
to sign up for the Harlan-lincoln House e-newlsetter, please email anna
at hlhouse@iw.edu with your preferred contact information.
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